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The study on the reasons of European lasting high unemployment rate since 1970s 
has always been the task of the scholars of European problem who has been paying 
close attention to. Lately, although their research has come to some new conclusions 
about the reasons of European Unemployment, there is still not an identical view. This 
paper, on the basis of classical unemployment theories, absorbing some reasonable 
results from the former researches by consistence, analyzes the main reasons of the 
European unemployment in different periods by means of Philips Curve, theoretically 
and empirically. It tries to find out a reasonable explanation of European unemployment 
in a systematic comprehensive way. 
The paper is arranged as follows. In Chapter 1, it shows the overall situation and 
the four typical traits of European unemployment problem. And then it introduces some 
Labor Market Institutions and the rigidity of the labor market. This chapter is the 
objective and practical base for the further study of the problem. In Chapter 2, it reviews 
the basic classical unemployment theories, and then summaries their developments and 
applications to the practical European unemployment respectively. In the last section of 
this chapter, it gives a summary of the former researches of the western economics 
about the European long-lasting high unemployment rate. This chapter is the theoretical 
foundation for studying the problem. In Chapter 3 which is the focus of this paper, it 
obtains several main reasons about European unemployment in the different periods 
comprehensively and systematically. In the first section of this chapter, it investigates 
the reason of European unemployment on the basis of Equilibrium Unemployment Rate 
or Natural Unemployment Rate and the Philips Curves. We find the mutual effects 
between unemployment and the Labor Market Institution were the prime reason of 
European unemployment from 1970s to 1980s. We call it ratcheting. And the rigidity of 
the Labor Market Institution enlarges the ratcheting. In the second section of this 
chapter, through our study about the rise of oil price in the beginning of 1970s, we find 
it gave a big shock to the world economics. Of course Europe is included. It was the rise 
of the oil price that led to European unemployment directly. At the same time, it gives 
an impetus outside to the ratcheting. So it was the direct reason of European 
Unemployment in 1970s to 1980s. In the third section of this chapter, we take the 














members limited in using macroeconomics policies. The constrictive financial and 
money policies deteriorate the problem of European unemployment. It makes European 
unemployment rate continually be in a high level from the beginning of 1990s to now. 
In the last section of this chapter, we summarize our study about the reasons of 
European unemployment. In the first section of the last chapter, based on the 
above-mentioned study, we give our suggestions to solve European unemployment 
problem. In the section two, we firstly show similitude between the situation of Chinese 
unemployment and European. Through this comparison, we get some revelations to 
solve Chinese unemployment problems or prevent from the same situation happening in 
China. Hereto we end our study. 
Compared with other researches, this paper has its' own attributes. It points out the 
traits of European unemployment, and shows why it has such traits. It gives comments 
on all kinds of unemployment theories about their applicability to the practical 
European unemployment. And it provides a theory basis to all kinds of explanations. 
And at the same time, it put forward a new view, ratcheting, as the basic reason of 
European unemployment in recent years. All in all, it tries to give an all-sided 
explanation to the reasons of European unemployment. 
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前    言 
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经济学原理上的因果分析。6、不能上升到机制层面，仅仅停留在直接的因素，直
接的因果关系。 
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Economic Co-operation and Development经济合作发展组织）的成员，当然包括了我















我们可以从表 1.1 可以看出，欧洲的失业率在 20 世纪 60 到 70 年代初期，处
于历史上的 低水平。然而美国在这个时期的失业率是非常高的。从 20 世纪 70
年代中后期欧洲失业率开始小幅度上升，80 年代开始欧洲各国失业率普遍开始出
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现大幅度上升。但在当前，这种现象变得非常复杂。一些欧洲国家仍然有着相对
于美国来说比较低的失业率；然而，大多数欧洲大陆国家的失业率相对较高，没
有一个国家能仍旧保持像 20 世纪 60 到 70 年代初期之间的失业率。并且这些国家
的失业率有相对大的差距，越来越呈现发散（divergency）趋势。在 90 年代中后期
失业率开始有下降趋势，但幅度较小，不能和 60 年代到 70 年代初期的失业率相
比。而美国的失业率却始终比较平稳。 
 
       表 1.1：部分 OECD 成员国标准失业率（1960-2005 年）    单位：% 













匈牙利 1.6 1.4 1.4 3.1 3.6 4.3 4.1 7.1 
比利时 2.3 2.3 5.8 11.2 11.2 8.4 7.3 8.4 
丹麦 2.2 1.7 4.1 7.0 8.1 5.5 5.1 4.8 
芬兰 1.4 2.4 4.1 5.1 9.9 12.1 9.2 8.3 
法国 1.5 2.3 4.3 8.9 10.5 11.9 9.1 9.5 
德国 0.8 0.8 2.9 6.1 5.6 7.1 8.3 9.5 
冰岛 5.1 5.3 7.3 13.8 14.7 8.9 4.3 4.3 
瑞典 1.2 1.6 1.6 2.3 5.1 8.7 5.3 4.9 
意大利 3.5 4.2 4.5 6.7 8.1 10.0 8.8 NA 
荷兰 0.9 1.7 4.7 10.0 7.2 4.7 3.2 4.7 
挪威 2.2 1.7 1.8 2.4 5.2 3.9 4.0 NA 
葡萄牙 2.3 2.5 5.5 7.8 5.4 5.9 5.2 7.6 
西班牙 2.4 2.7 4.9 17.6 19.6 19.4 11.1 9.2 
瑞士 0.2 0.0 0.8 1.8 2.8 3.7 3.4 NA 
英国 2.6 3.1 4.8 10.5 8.8 6.9 5.1 4.6 
欧洲 2.1 2.3 4.1 8.1 8.6 8.1 6.3 8.6 
澳大利亚 2.5 1.9 4.6 7.7 8.7 8.7 6.2 5.1 
加拿大 5.5 4.7 6.9 9.7 9.5 8.7 7.3 6.8 
日本 1.4 1.3 1.8 2.5 2.5 3.9 5.0 4.4 
新西兰 0.0 0.3 0.7 4.7 8.1 6.8 4.5 3.7 
美国 5.5 4.3 6.4 7.6 6.1 4.8 5.3 5.1 
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二、 欧洲长期失业率和短期失业率 
长期失业（Long-term Unemployment Rate）是指有劳动能力的人指连续 12 个月以
上没有就业的状态。长期失业率体现了失业者重新获得工作的难度。短期失业
（Short-term Unemployment Rate ）是指有劳动能力的人指连续 6 个月以上没有就业的
状态。表 1.2 选取了 1990、2003 年部分 OECD 国家的长期失业率和短期失业率数
据，从表 1.2 中可以看出，欧洲各国特别是四大经济体（Big four, 指德国、法国、
意大利和西班牙）的长期失业率占失业率的比重都在 30%-60%之间。从对比中可
以看到，欧洲的长期失业率相对来说远高于 OECD 内的其他国家。 
 
表 1.2：部分 OECD 成员国的两种失业率占总失业率的比重   单位：% 














匈牙利 Na 33.6 Na Na 41.0 22.5 
比利时 82.6 69.0 81.4 68.5 67.4 46.3 
丹麦 64.3 31.2 53.2 29.9 40.9 19.9 
芬兰 27.5 18.7 32.6 9.2 41.4 24.7 
法国 Na Na 55.6 38.1 Na Na 
德国（西） 64.7 50.1 67.4 46.8 68.5 50.0 
冰岛 20.1 7.3 13.6 6.7 Na Na 
意大利 89.3 73.2 85.2 69.8 73.1 57.5 
荷兰 67.5 53.7 63.9 49.3 49.9 30.1 
挪威 Na Na 40.8 20.4 23.3 7.1 
葡萄牙 70.6 47.3 62.3 44.9 55.9 31.2 
西班牙 78.6 66.3 70.2 54.0 54.5 34.3 
瑞士 22.5 14.6 27.5 17.0 43.7 21.6 
英国 50.6 32.3 50.3 34.4 40.8 26.5 
欧洲 72.3 50.3 65.3 46.4 57.6 39.7 
澳大利亚 38.7 20.2 41.0 21.6 44.1 27.1 
加拿大 Na Na 20.2 7.2 20.0 11.4 
日本 26.9 15.6 39.0 19.1 56.9 38.9 
美国 11.3 7.8 10.5 5.5 23.1 12.5 
资料来源：OECD Economic Outlook 1983、1984 以及 OECD Employment Outlook（2005）Table G.  
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三、欧洲失业的特征 
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第二节  欧洲劳动力市场制度 
有关欧洲劳动力市场制度（Labor Market Institution）的一些主要直观指标，比
如失业救济替代率（Unemployment Benefit replacement ratio）、失业救济平均期限







失业救济替代率（Unemployment Benefit Replacement Ratio）是指失业救济占
失业前税前收入的比重。从表 1.3 我们可以看到除了前西德以外几乎所有国家的失




趋势。总体来说，欧洲国家从 20 世纪 60 年代开始失业替代率是越来越高的，20
世纪 90 年代之后变化的幅度趋缓。 
 
表 1.3：部分 OECD 成员国失业救济替代率（1960-1999 年） 单位：％ 
国家 1960-1964 1965-1972 1973-1979 1980-1987 1988-1995 1999 
匈牙利 0.15 0.17 0.30 0.34 0.34 0.42 
比利时 0.37 0.40 0.55 0.50 0.48 0.46 
丹麦 0.25 0.35 0.55 0.67 0.64 0.66 
芬兰 0.13 0.18 0.29 0.38 0.53 0.54 
法国 0.48 0.51 0.56 0.61 0.58 0.59 
德国（西） 0.43 0.41 0.39 0.38 0.37 0.37 
冰岛 0.21 0.24 0.44 0.50 0.40 0.35 
意大利 0.09 0.06 0.04 0.02 0.26 0.60* 
荷兰 0.39 0.64 0.65 0.67 0.70 0.70 
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续表 1.3 
国家 1960-1964 1965-1972 1973-1979 1980-1987 1988-1995 1999 
葡萄牙 Na Na 0.17 0.44 0.65 0.65 
西班牙 0.35 0.48 0.62 0.75 0.68 0.63 
瑞士 0.04 0.02 0.21 0.48 0.61 0.74 
英国 0.27 0.36 0.34 0.26 0.22 0.17 
瑞典 0 Na Na 1.80 Na 1.10 
欧洲 0.24 0.31 0.44 0.48 0.54 0.46 
澳大利亚 0.18 0.15 0.23 0.23 0.26 0.25 
加拿大 0.39 0.43 0.59 0.57 0.58 0.49 
新西兰 0.55 Na Na 0.55 Na 0.55 
日本 0.36 0.38 0.31 0.29 0.30 0.37 
美国 0.22 0.23 0.28 0.30 0.26 0.29 










这一因素。从表 1.4 和表 1.1 的直观对比来看，我们发现其和失业率确实存在正相
关关系。 
 
表 1.4：部分 OECD 成员国自我雇用率（1960-1995 年）  单位：％ 
国家 1960-1964 1965-1972 1973-1979 1980-1987 1988-1995 
匈牙利 39 41 45 50 55 
比利时 51 54 57 60 62 
丹麦 44 48 51 52 51 
芬兰 57 59 60 63 67 
法国 42 44 49 52 54 
德国（西） 30 35 38 39 38 
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